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The First Day of the Battle of the Somme
[bookmark: _GoBack]The battle of Somme was a war fought between the British and French on one side and the Germans on the other side. The British forces had joined their French counterparts in order to relieve the pressure they had as a result of the war with the Germans. The first day of the battle of Somme which took place on 1st July 1961 will forever be remembered as the bloodiest of the days of battle. This is due to the high number of casualties that occurred on the day and the ferocious kind of war that was carried out. There has always been the question of who exactly won the battle of Somme on the first day. This is due to various analyses by different people that seeks to place the winner on different sides. Most of the people analyze the war and thus come up with a conclusion as to who they feel won the war.
According to the documents provided, it is quite difficult to state confidently the winner of the war on the first day. This is because the recounting of memories done by the soldiers seems to be biased depending on the country that they come in. The first document, for example, details the story of a British soldier. In his explanations, one can get the feeling that the British might have won the war due to the kind of bombardment and strikes that they were carrying out. There is a description of how they moved out of their trenches and attacked the Germans viciously (Irvin, 1916). This is further enhanced by the message delivered that the Germans were retreating and surrendering.
On the other hand, the description of a German soldier paints a different picture. The soldier describes how the Germans destroyed the British and French through the use of their artillery. He describes how the guns were constantly at work and the sounds of machine guns that could be heard from far. In order to support this, there is also the description of how the British soldier kept charging despite the fact that hundreds and hundreds of them were lying dead (Otto,1935) Those who kept charging faced the same fate as those that were already dead as the sound of guns were not going silent soon.
The evidence from the documents suggests that indeed there was no outright winner on the first day of the battle that could be pointed out. This is because both sides suffered casualties and also retreated to strategize for the next day of the war. The British are known to have suffered the highest number of casualties on the first day but this did not make them lose the war on the first day. They kept fighting on even as the war moved to the other days (Coppard, 1969). The Germans, on the other hand, were reported to have been retreating or surrendering at some point. This equally does not mean that they lost the war but rather they were strategizing on the next course of action in the war. Therefore, from the documents and the evidence provided in them, it is practically impossible to pick out a clear winner between the British and the Germans on the first day of the battle of Somme.
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